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huddled together in the general confusion of the
parts, and either buried and overwhelmed in the
body of the earth, or driven down by the rapid cur-
rents which followed at the going off of the flood ;
and it seems strange that these stones or plates
could be found when everything else was lost and
overthrown ; when the surface being perfectly new,
no one part of the world could be known from an-
other, much less any place be known by the situ-
ation which it had before.

There are many more absurdities in the case as
it is proposed ; but I must not dwell too long in a
place, that have so long a joui-ney to go.

Zoroaster is the next to whom they would ascribe
the magic art; but I have proved him to be a very
honest man, and a wise man, properly speaking, in.
my former chapters, and that he was employed in a
much better and honester study, such as in disco-
vering the nature of herbs and plants, metals and
minerals, precious stones arid jewels ; that he in-
vented the doctrines and first principles of natural
and moral philosophy; and many useful and bene-
ficial parts of knowledge for the good of mankind ;
the power of sympathies and antipathies, and their
various workings and objects ; in all which I take
Abraham also, who was still before him, to have
been especially famous; and that it is probable
Abraham was particularly instructed by Noah him-
self, for it is evident that Abraham was upwards of
fifty years old when Noah died.

To come off of all this, there are others who make
another Zoroaster, a real and diabolical magician,
who was not slain by Semiramis, as that wise prince
Zoroaster was ; but, on the other hand, having been
teaching his disciples the art of raising and con-
versing with spirits, was by one of them taken away
out of his school, all his scholars looking on ; or, if
you will have it in a modern style, he raised the